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Synopsis

This substantially revised new edition of Rousseau: The Basic Political Writings features a brilliant
new Introduction by David Wootton, a revision by Donald A. Cress of his own 1987 translation of
Rousseau’s most important political writings, and the addition of Cress’ new translation of
Rousseau’s State of ?War. New footnotes, headnotes, and a chronology by David Wootton provide

expert guidance to first-time readers of the texts.
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Customer Reviews

"The publication of these excellent translations is a happy occasion for teachers of courses in
political philosophy and the history of political theory..." -- Raymon M. Lemos, Teaching Philosophy
"The single most comprehensive, reliable and economical collection of Rousseau’s explicitly political

writings." --Michael Franz, Loyola College --This text refers to an alternate Paperback edition.

Text: English, French (translation) --This text refers to an alternate Paperback edition.

One of my serious interests. Politics, philosophy and history captivate me, and this book is all 3.

Very happy with this purchase.

LOVED this book it arrived on time and the packaging kept it nice and snug.



"Man is born free, and everywhere he is in chains." - probably Rousseau’s most famous line. The
Basic Political Writings contains four key works:* Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts*
Discourse on the Origins of Inequality* Discourse on Political Economy* On the Social Contract
(where the above quote is from)Rousseau was certainly controversial 250 years ago when he first
was published, and because of that, remains both interesting and relevant today. His admontions on
governmental action, democracy, authoritarianism, "progress" and religion are all relevant, and
make one think. Though certainly not onsidered a moderate in his day, Rousseau’s position would

largely be considered the middle way today.

| would like to point out that | am in no way a linguistics specialist, but my professor who taught the
class continuously pointed out how the translations presented in this edition actually change what
Rousseau was saying. Again, this is not my opinion, just my professors. | enjoyed this book and
probably would have given it 5 stars, but felt the need to demote it 3 stars due to my professors

dis-like of the translation.

Missing the last 20 pages.

Thank you! Needed this for school.

However, this digital edition has problems with pagination. The book has more than 221 pages. |

found quite a few typos in the Discourse on Inequality.

Thank you.
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